Winter 2026

Volume 47, No. 1

Family Altar Newsletter

Roloff Evangelistic Enterprises

Still Reaching the Least, the Lost, & the Lonely

Dear Friends,

I am grateful to have witnessed firsthand the genuine burden
that Brother Roloff had for the castaways of society. He kindly
welcomed me as a young preacher to minister to the men in
his resident program during the summer of 1982. This was
during my college years and shortly before his homegoing.

Upon graduation from Bible college, | returned to the ministry
Brother Roloff founded to Native Americans, where my wife
Kathy and | have now served these last 40 years. In 2016, the
board of the Roloff Evangelistic Enterprises asked us to also
assume responsibility for the evangelistic outreaches of the
Family Altar Program. This continues to be a great joy!

The Family Altar Program remains one of the longest running
radio outreaches. It began in 1944 as a fifteen-minute daily
broadcast on a 250-watt radio station. Across the vyears
and across the airwaves, the Roloff Evangelistic Enterprises
continues to minister with the heart of our founder. The lost
still need to hear that “Christ is the Answer!”

The program daily reaches tens of thousands of listeners
nationwide and in more than 200 foreign countries. We receive
letters from new listeners who—though not previously familiar
with Brother Roloff—have discovered the timeless power of
his preaching. It is amazing that radio broadcasting continues
to reach more people more often than any other medium of
information. In addition to radio, we also stream Brother
Roloff’s preaching (along with Christ-honoring music) 24 hours
a day on the Family Altar Radio App.

As you know, Brother Roloff’s Gospel burden included prison
outreaches, addiction recovery programs, and ministry to
American Indians. He dedicated his life to helping those he
called “the least, the lost, and the lonely.” This same burden
continues across generations of God’s servants (see enclosed
updates by John Downs and Nathan Murphy).

Brother Roloff’s passion to biblically address substance abuse
and self-destructive behavior continues through Family Altar
Resources. Printed materials are equipping prison chaplains,
inmates, pastors, and missionaries around the world.

Many of you have been sacrificially praying for and supporting
this ministry for a lifetime. As part of our ministry family, we
want to assist your labors to bring souls to Christ. We now have
over 400 sermon titles (organized by topic) available on our
website (roloff.org) for free download!

If you prefer resources on CD, we have 160 sermons titles,
9 music CDs, and The New Testament read by Lester Roloff
CD set. Our printed resources include daily devotionals
(Healthy Living and 90 Days Through The New Testament)
and evangelistic tracts—both in English and Spanish (Dr. Law
& Dr. Grace, The Savior & Sorrow, and Pursued By Hope). We
also have a variety of tracts geared to Native Americans. All
these resources are available to you on our ministry website,
or you may call our office for assistance.

We believe some of the best years of our ministry lie before us.
The need for this ministry has never been greater. We ask you
to stand with us in these last days of great opportunity. We are
grateful for your partnership as we steward a wonderful legacy
for the cause of souls!

With Gratitude,

Scott Murphy, President

Roloff Evangelistic Enterprises

...and how shall they hear without a preacher?
...So then faith cometh by hearing and hearing
by the Word of God. —Romans 10:14,17
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And | thank Christ Jesus our Lord, Who hath enabled me, for that
He counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry; Who was
before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained
mercy, because | did it ignorantly in unbelief. And the grace of our
Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in Christ
Jesus. This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom | am
chief. Howbeit for this cause | obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus
Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to them
which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting. Now unto
the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour
and glory for ever and ever. Amen. -1 Timothy 1:12-17

These verses are perhaps the most personal testimony we have
from the Apostle Paul about the miracle of his salvation. These
verses continue to grow ever sweeter to my soul. They have
recently become my latest life verses—as | turned 70 this year!

It was in August of 1978 when | stood in a courtroom before a
judge, facing my eighth felony. For eight long years, | had been
in the grip of a heroin addiction. My future was forfeit, as only
a judge’s gavel stood between me and a 20-year prison sentence.
But God had another plan. | was ordered to immediately be
turned over to Lester Roloff’s “Lighthouse Home” for men—
where | would serve a very different kind of sentence.

It was there that my life would be transformed for time and
eternity by the power of the Gospel. It was there that | would
be equipped to serve in the ministry for the past 45 years. In
1982—just days before Brother Roloff went home to be with
the Lord—he and | spent several hours together, rehearsing all
that God had done in our lives and the infinite goodness of our
Savior. His final charge to me was to return to any jail or prison
where | could find an open door and share my story of the power
of the Gospell We founded “Lighthouse Prison Ministries” in
1996 and have spent the past 30 years honoring the challenge
that Brother Roloff put on me that day.

Five days a week, | ride a bus 40 miles south from my home
and enter the third largest jail in America to share the Gospel
in the very same jail where | sat as a defeated heroin addict. It
never gets old—just being a lighthouse of hope to defeated men
as | enter cellblocks, talk one-on-one with men, and conduct

chapel services. This week was particularly special. | conducted
a chapel service alongside a man named Terry. His father was a
heroin addict who robbed banks. When Terry was 14, his dad put
a gun and a ski mask in his hand and began teaching him the
family business—bank robbery.

I met Terry in 2006 while going cell to cell in a block where
men are separated because of violent behavior. | had no idea
that after sharing my story with him he had gotten down on
the cement floor and cried out to God for salvation. Terry went
on to attend seminary in prison while serving a lengthy sentence.
His dad, who he had so much anger for, was also in that prison
where he attended seminary. Terry told his father that he would
only talk to him if he came to church in the chapel. As grace would
have it, | was scheduled to speak in that chapel service!

After sharing my testimony, Terry’s dad (crying like a baby) walked
down the aisle with his son and gave his life to Christ. Terry’s dad
died from cancer shortly after that day—still in prison but free
from sin for eternity! What a joy it was this week for Terry and me
to share that story together to a room full of men. We watched as
God softened hearts and rejoiced as many of those hearts turned
to Christ in faith.

It is a huge blessing to continue the legacy of Lester Roloff,
repeating the message that was his only message—that “Christ
is the Answer!” Thank you for praying for the ministries of the
Roloff Evangelistic Enterprises. Be sure to download the Family
Altar Radio app and explore outreach materials at roloff.org!

For Lighthouse Prison Ministries, John Downs

24/7 Streaming on familyaltarradio.com




Roloff Evangelistic Enterprises
PO Box 100 * Fort Thomas, AZ 85536

361-289-9215
Email: office@roloff.org
www.roloff.org

“Thank you for the Pursued by Hope tracts by Chaplain
John Downs. They are very helpful and encouraging for the
prison inmates. | feel like God has given me a front row seat
to the changes He can make in lives. I’'m beginning to see
the potential Brother Roloff saw for true change. Could you
please send me some Dr. Law and Dr. Grace tracts?” —D.M.

“Thank you so much for sending the sermon and music
CDs. | really enjoy listening to Brother Roloff’s sermons and
teaching, and look forward to a lifetime of listening”” —H.A.

“I am a missionary to Uruguay, and | would like to get some
more Dr. Ley y el Dr. Gracia tracts. The sermon is such a
timeless Gospel story that every Christian should hear and
share. Everywhere | read the tract, you can hear a pin drop.
People pay a special kind of attention.” —M.P.

Mailbox

Download the app:
“Family Altar Radio”

for preaching & music on your
Apple or Android device!

“Thank you in advance for the CDs. Brother Roloff has been
an inspiration to our family for over 70 years.” -L.A

“The sermons in the newsletters have been a great blessing
to me. | pray that God will continue to bless this ministry.
Thank you so much for keeping it going.” -M.C.

“I just received your very fast response to my request
for materials—wow, thank you! I am so grateful that you
folks are the guardians of Brother Roloff’s legacy. | have
been both a fan and follower of Brother Roloff ever since
the Lord called me to preach at the age of 12 years old. |
am still being blessed, 50 years later, by Brother Roloff’s
example. His ministry has touched and forever changed
my life. Please extend my warmest personal regards to your
whole team.” —-P.M.






