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When I was a child, I went to a lit-
tle, one-room school house where 
one teacher taught eight grades. She 
had no doubt about God or the Bi-
ble. As I would leave for school on 
a cold Monday morning, the north 
wind would whip around the corner 
of the house. 

Meanwhile, my mother would man-
icure her fingernails at an old-fash-
ioned rub board. There would be a 
big pile of dirty jumpers and overalls 
on the west porch. The flames would 
leap above an old, black wash pot, 
heating water that had been carried 
by hand. She used lye soap that she 
made herself. My mother’s precious 
hands would be down in a No. 2 and 
a No. 3 wash tub, and yet I can hear 
her voice lift with the melodies of 
“What a friend we have in Jesus, all 
our sins and griefs to bear,” “Sweet 
hour of prayer that calls me from a 
world of care,” and “To the old rug-
ged cross I will ever be true!” And 
as I entered the door that evening 
after school, I would smell the fra-
grance of homemade cookies and a 
lovely meal being prepared for the 
evening—yet no complaint from my 
mother. That, my friend, is love!

Love is the greatest word in the En-
glish language. This little word is the 
greatest thing that’s ever been intro-
duced to man. It’s something that 
did not originate in this world, but 
something that this world desper-
ately needs. This word is the “cure-
all” for all the world, yet the world 
knows very little about it. In times of 
war, hatred, friction, broken homes, 
denominational prejudice, and iron 
curtains of misunderstanding, this 
little word—LOVE—needs to be 
made known (John 3:16, 19). 

Love is the difference between re-
ligion and Christianity. It’s the dif-
ference between the sincere and the 
superficial. If works are the law of 
the flesh, then love is the law of the 
Spirit. It’s called the “royal law” by 
James, because every man who lives 
by love is a member of heaven’s roy-
alty (James 2:8; I Corinthians 16:14). 

Love is the fulfilment of God’s Law. 
Think about the hundreds of years 
and the millions of sacrifices that 
it took to arrange the law and the 
prophets. Yet, Jesus said that love 
is the fulfilling of the law. All the 
law and all the prophets depend 

on two sacred commandments—to 
love God and to love your neighbor 
(Matthew 22:37-40; Romans 13:8-
10; 1 John 5:3).

Love is permanent because the day 
will never come when we won’t need 
love. The greatest thing in the world 
is love because it is how we know 
God (I John 4:8). Love is the only 
motive for acceptable service to the 
Lord, as well as the greatest founda-
tion for service to others (Galatians 
5:13-14). The love of God is our 
bond together and our identification 
badge as members of God’s family 
(John 13:34-35). 

Love is the protection for the heart 
of the Christian because faith and 
love provide the breastplate. Ro-
mans 8:28 will not work if you take 
the love out. Jesus, in His last mes-
sage to the Church, said, “You have 
left your first love.” 

Hear this, if we love right, we’ll live 
right. The old prophet Micah asked 
and answered the question of what 
the Lord requires of us—to do justly, 
love mercy, and walk humbly with  
Him (Micah 6:8). 
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Love always builds its nest on the 
inside, but it controls the outside. 
Jacob worked fourteen years for the 
bride of his heart, but it seemed like 
only a few days because he loved 
her. So the Christian must submit 
himself to the highest law known to 
man—the law of love. 

Who enacted this law? God Himself, 
because God is love. Then Christ 
put it into practice at Calvary! Who 
enforces this law? The Holy Spir-
it. Who ought to practice this law? 
Every Christian. Just like a doctor 
practices medicine or a lawyer prac-
tices law, we who are under the royal 
law of love must practice love.

Oh, the parents that have written or 
said on the phone, “I do not care to 
have my child back again.” The rea-
son that children are unwanted is 
because they are unloved. No won-
der children have become embit-
tered, and even criminals, at an early 
age. They’ve never seen love in those 
who gave them birth. The right kind 
of love would lock and stop the di-
vorce wheels, delinquency, murder, 
war, and turn these homes into ha-
vens of peace and rest and joy.

Apart from love, we have nothing 
but deadness, coldness, and hypoc-
risy (I Corinthians 13:4). Love over-
looks gossip and slander. Love is the 
greatest virtue in the pantry of Chris-
tian character. It is the highway—the 
highest way—to happiness!

Now listen, the greatest of these can 
only come from the heart of God: 
“For God hath not given us the spirit 
of fear; but of power, and of love, and 
of a sound mind” (II Timothy 1:7). 
The Father grants the gift: “Behold, 
what manner of love the Father hath 
bestowed upon us…” (I John 3:1). 
The Son purchased the gift: “For God 
so loved the world, that He gave His 
only begotten Son…” (John 3:16). 
And the Holy Spirit delivers this pre-
cious product (Romans 5:1-5).

Remember, love is the first fruit of 
the Spirit and when one is filled with 
the Spirit, he’ll be filled with love! 
Love will make you work and forget 
about the pay. Love will make you 
work without complaint. Love will 
send you to the unlovely. There’s no 
way to minister to the poor pieces of 
wrecked humanity apart from the 
love that Jesus shares.

I see Jesus as He folded His royal 
robes and bade His Father good-
bye—humbly entering this world to 
be rejected, neglected, despised, and 
hated…to be hung on a bloody cross, 
praying and loving those who drove 
nails through His hands. That is love! 

After putting an engagement ring on 
his bride-to-be, George Matheson 
went to the doctor and was told that 
he would be blind in six months. 
When he went to his sweetheart and 
gave her the news, she handed the 
ring back to him. He fell across the 
bed in that dark and lonely experi-
ence, and God gave him this song:

O Love that will not let me go,
I rest my weary soul in Thee;

I give Thee back the life I owe;
That in Thine ocean depths its flow

May richer, fuller be.

What about your love department? 
Let Jesus come into your heart, and 
He’ll share all the love you need. His 
love supplies all that He requires! 
Your neighbor needs God’s love 
today. Your own heart needs to be 
filled with God’s love today! 

The Greatest of These, continued
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William Allen
by Doris Allen 

Janice Blevins
by Debbie Roller

Ord & Lista Brubaker
by Nova Brubaker 

Callie Burns
by Patricia Reid

Jillian Caruso
by Kathryn McMeans

Raymond Lytle
by Mary Lytle

Michael McDaniel
by Kathy McDaniel

Virginia Pope
by Janice Pope

Terry Tant
by Ginger Tant

We remember and honor:

Memorials Honor a loved one 
with a memorial gift. 

   
    

   In Memory Of:                     $_____________

Name ____________________________________

Please send card to:

Name ____________________________________

Address ___________________________________

City_______________ State ______ Zip _________

Given by:

Name ____________________________________

Address  __________________________________

City_______________ State ______ Zip _________

Phone ____________________________________

Your memorial gift to the Roloff Evangelistic 
Enterprises helps us continue to share the 

message that “Christ is the Answer.” 

We will send an appropriate card to the 
bereaved on your behalf (the amount of the 
gift is not disclosed). To donate, complete 
and enclose this form, or visit roloff.org.

Missionaries in Mexico report 
an excellent response to the 
Spanish Edition evangelistic 

DVDs and tracts.

Lester Roloff’s Dr. Law & Dr. Grace 
tract is being used by chaplains in 

several prison systems.

Chaplain John Downs is preaching 
and counseling inmates each week. 

His story, Pursued By Hope, is 
reaching many incarcerated hearts.

New inmate-focused materials 
are being produced to share 

our hope in Christ!

Native American-focused 
evangelistic materials are 

being distributed at several 
tribal events this fall.

A 90-Day devotional plan with 
New Testament audio read by Lester 

Roloff will be available in 2023.

FAMILY ALTAR RESOURCES MAKING A DIFFERENCE!



Family Altar Newsletter4

Roloff Evangelistic Enterprises
PO Box 100 * Fort Thomas, AZ 85536

361-289-9215
Email: office@roloff.org

www.roloff.org

Mailbox
“I’m pushing 80, and Brother 
Roloff is still the greatest preach-
er I’ve ever heard. God bless you 
all.” –G.H.

“I could never have taken this 
step of faith without being dis-
cipled by Lester Roloff across 
the distance of years. His bi-
ography and his sermons were 
used by the Lord to make me 
thirst for a life lived by faith.” 
–A.R. (missionary)

“We ran across your gospel 
tract entitled, Pursued By Hope 
and would love to get more of 
each of your tracts! We mail 
about 100 tracts every week 
to different drug centers, pris-
ons, and jails. We cover all 50 
states.” –B.M.

“I’ve followed Lester Roloff 
through the years—even after 
the Lord gave him rest for his 
years of ministry. There will 
never be another like him. I’m 
happy that his recorded mes-
sages are still aired!” –D.C.

“I have been born again and 
have been listening for a long 
time. I enjoy each broadcast! 
May the Lord bless you all that 
have a part in getting the Word 
out. I am looking for the com-
ing back of the Lord. God bless 
you all!” –J.C.

“I was fortunate to have been 
in one of his meetings and had 
the opportunity to meet him. 
He had a message!” –S.O.

“My favorite quote from him 
that I have written in my Bible: 
‘It’s a battlefield, brother, not a 
recreation room!’” –J.W.

“May God continue to bless 
this ministry. Brother Roloff 
was a tremendous help to my a 
Christian growth! I am anxious 
to see him again and thank him 
for his faithfulness and love to 
God and others.” –F.E.

“So glad The Family Altar Program 
is still preaching and singing 
Jesus!” –J.S.

Download the app:

“Family Altar Radio” 
for preaching & music on your 

Apple or Android device!


