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Faith lives in a high tower. Paul said to the church 
at Ephesus, “Above all, taking the shield of faith, 
wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery 
darts of the wicked.” That old four-star general who 
could prove his faith by his scars said, “I have fought 
a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept 
the faith.” Faith was his crowning virtue. Even 
though he lost his head, he kept his faith. 

Faith is not simply wishing, wanting, trying, hoping, 
striving, or even waiting. Most of these are enemies 
of real Bible faith. We are told that “the just shall live 
by faith” four times in the Bible—Habakkuk, Ro-
mans, Galatians, and Hebrews. And Hebrews 10:32 
through 12:4 is the Pike’s Peak of that great letter. 

We must first remember that faith is real. It is “the 
substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things 
not seen” (Hebrews 11:1). Spiritual substance is the 
evidence of the only things that are real. Faith is a 
gift (Romans 12:3; Ephesians 2:8-9). Faith is the life 
of Christ (Galatians 2:20; Philippians 3:9; Romans 
3:23). Faith is the rope tied to the bucket of reality, 
dipping itself into the fullness of God. 

Faith is stepping when there is no place to step, like 
Moses at the Red Sea when commanded of the Lord 
to go forward. Faith is like the old man who was 

chided because of his great faith in God when some-
one said, “I guess if God told you to jump through 
that brick wall, you’d jump.” He said, “Yes, sir, it is 
my responsibility to jump and God’s to make a hole 
in the wall.” Faith is the victory (I John 5:4). Faith 
scarcely makes the headlines of man, but it makes 
the “Who’s Who” of heaven. 

Faith is endurance (Hebrews 11:27). Faith is pleas-
ing God (Hebrews 11:6). Faith keeps Jesus current 
with your problems and looks to Him as today’s 
Savior and Helper. Faith is Bible living. Faith is sal-
vation (Ephesians 2:8). Faith is the hand and arm 
that reaches after the garment of God for certain 
healing. Faith is man’s extremity and God’s oppor-
tunity. Faith works better when the last straw of hu-
man help has been exhausted. When Jacob was shut 
up to faith at Jabbok, he came out with the victory 
(Genesis 32:22-31). 

Faith is life’s extension cord. Hezekiah prayed after 
the undertaker had knocked on the door, and God 
gave him fifteen more years. Faith is man resting 
and God working. Faith is receiving, then giving all 
(Mark 11:24; Romans 10:17). Faith is God in action 
on the battlefield. Faith is the complete surrender 
demonstrated by Jesus on the cross—betrayed, de-
nied, and forsaken—yet finishing His mission. 
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I can hear Jesus’ diagnosis and remedy: “O faithless 
and perverse generation…If ye have faith as a grain 
of mustard seed.…” In this day when much of the 
work of God looks wilted and Christianity looks 
awfully pale, it is no time to retreat, but a time to 
retrench and retread and rewind. And even though 
we must be living in the days of the final apostasy, 
where faith has faded into form and lost its fire, I 
believe there can be something genuine when Jesus 
comes again. 

With Jesus interceding above and the Holy Spirit 
indwelling and abiding in our hearts, there is no ex-
cuse or reason for failure. I’ve had to confess to God 
that I can’t hold on, and that He must hold me on. 
I’m fully persuaded that what He has promised, He 
is able to perform (Romans 4:21). 

My life of faith began one Wednesday night as I lay 
a very sick young man in the hall of that old ranch 
house in Navarro Country, Central Texas. About 
ten o’clock that night, I said, “Lord, if you’re call-
ing me to preach, I’ll preach.” And God gave me a 
real taste of peaceful sleep that I had not known in 
months. 

It was during the Great Depression, and the times 
seemed impossible. After staying out of school a 
year following high school graduation and picking 
cotton in West Texas, I went off to Baylor Univer-
sity. I took my old milk cow to furnish milk for my 
board and room, and I had to guarantee three gal-
lons a day. That was a step of faith!

Faith will allow no competition to Christ or the 
Word. When one questions the Word of God, the 

wisdom of God, or the goodness of God, he is im-
mediately off of faith ground. When one begins to 
whine and murmur, to complain and doubt, he is 
off the good old faith line. When one spends his 
time enumerating what he had to give up in order 
to live by faith instead of what he got by living by 
faith, he has missed the trail. 

Faith allows many tears and tests, but never puts up 
with a compromise. Faith permits loneliness and 
heartaches and many misunderstandings. Faith is 
a pioneer—it keeps its subject constantly on new 
ground. Faith is the Marine leathernecks making 
new beachheads. Faith demands a tough hide and 
a tender heart and a saw log for a backbone. Faith 
longs for only one thing, and that’s the vindication 
of the Word of God. 

In closing, let me suggest if you want to live by faith, 
that you read the Bible through every year. Prac-
tice and exercise your faith. Find a church that ad-
heres to the authority of God’s Word. Choose your 
close friends carefully. Keep your eyes upon Jesus, 
the Author and Finisher of your faith. Memorize 
much of the Scripture, and praise Jesus and testify 
for Him every day.

O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His 
judgements and His ways past finding out! For 
who hath known the mind of the Lord? Or who 
hath been His counsellor? Or who hath given to 
Him, and it shall be recompensed unto Him again? 
For of Him, and through Him, and to Him, are all 
things: to Whom be the glory for ever. Amen. 
–Romans 11:33-36

Living by Faith, continued
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Jillian Caruso
by Kathryn McMeans 

Charles Crummey
by Scott & Kathy Murphy

by Allen Rea

Gary Dorman
by Sidney & Shirley Dorman

Sean O’Hara
by Fred & Kentrina Zirkle

Albert & Fay Harris
by Judy Arredondo

Irving Keeran
by June Grugan

Granvil & Verna Rost
by Sam & Joy Pierson

Jacob Stoltzfus
by Martha Lair

Terry Tant
by Ginger Tant

We remember and honor:

MemorialsHonor a loved one 
with a memorial gift. 

   

    In Memory Of:                     $_____________

Name ____________________________________

Please send card to:

Name ____________________________________

Address ___________________________________

City_______________ State ______ Zip _________

Given by:

Name ____________________________________

Address  __________________________________

City_______________ State ______ Zip _________

Phone ____________________________________

Your memorial gift to the Roloff Evangelistic 
Enterprises helps us continue to share the 

message that “Christ is the Answer.” We will 
send an appropriate card to the bereaved on 

your behalf (the amount of the gift is not 
disclosed). To donate, complete and enclose 

this form, or visit roloff.org
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Subscribe to the “Family 
Altar Radio” podcast today 
on Spotify, Apple Podcasts, 

& iHeartRadio!

“I listen to Brother Roloff on live streaming a 
lot. It’s such a blessing to be able to listen to 
him anytime continually.” –P.M.

“I often think of his singing voice breaking 
out in song! His preaching helped form who 
I am more than any other preacher I heard 
when growing up. I often think of something 
he would say in his sermons.” –S.D.

“Literally every time I sing in church, I think 
of Brother Roloff. What I love about him is 
how his singing voice belts out the old hymns 
loud and proud with joy. Thank you for the 
blessing of this program.” –N. P.

“So grateful for your ministry. Still relevant 
today.” –L.R.

“Thank God for those who keep this minis-
try going. It has to be a mountain of work. 
But God doesn’t & won’t forget your staying 
faithful to the task. Payday is coming. Heav-
en will surely be worth it all.” –A.Q.

“Thank you for sending the lyrics for ‘The 
Little House on Hallelujah Street.’ I really 
appreciate it. We are so glad you are keeping 
Brother Roloff ’s ministry alive. Thank you 
for your commitment to this.” –D.A.
“All glory to God for the continued work of this 
ministry! I listen online and by radio.” –L.A.

“The Family Altar Newsletter is always a joy 
to read. Brother Roloff ’s messages are always 
a blessing to read in the newsletter. The mail-
box is also a blessing. The missionary update 
“Glimpses of Glory” was truly a blessing. I 
agree that God receives glory when our joy 
is in the faintest of glimpses and not in signs 
and wonders which is an abused topic.” –B.J.

“I want to thank you for the Gospel tracts. 
They are among the best, if not the best I 
have read over the years. I know they will be 
appreciated by all that read them. They will 
know God’s one and only wonderful way to 
spend eternity with Him.” –D.M. 

“Brother Roloff always cracked down! Praise 
God for His uncompromising preaching that 
is needed today more than ever!” –A.R.

“I’m writing cause nobody has touched and 
revived my soul like Lester Roloff (God rest 
his soul). I love the way he hits you right be-
tween the eyes with the truth. No tickling 
your ears with what you want to hear.” –T.E.

“I love listening on the Family Altar Radio 
app—thank you so much for making that 
available. Brother Roloff ’s voice sounds like 
it could have prayed down fire from Heaven. 
I pray for the Lord’s blessing on this ministry 
and the preaching of His Word.” –R.M.


