Family Altar Newsletter
A CALL FOR COMPASSION
EXCERPTS FROM THE SERMON BY LESTER ROLOFF

There is only one way to help society,
and that’s to get it born again—in an
old-fashioned way, washed in the blood
of Jesus and cleansed. When America
was founded, she was founded by men
of character, honesty, sacrifice, and
faith. Above all, they loved the Word of
God. They didn’t come to try to strike
gold but to strike God and live for Him
and build a nation. Yet now, the Bible
has been completely denied by our
nation. We’ve found our way to the
moon but have lost our way to the Son.
Therefore, we are confused, sick, upset, and disturbed. We’ve gotten into
space and know nothing about grace.
Nobody ever got away from God or the
Bible without having to pay the price
on down the road.
Church members are becoming completely ignorant of the Word of God.
They don’t know it. They don’t read it.
They don’t have family altar. We’ve gotten away from the breath of the Holy
Spirit of God, and that’s the Bible. The

old-time Baptists used to say, “We believe that the Bible is the rule for faith
and practice.” Now that it doesn’t rule
us, we don’t practice it, and that’s the
reason our society is in the mess it’s in.
What we need is the breath of God
upon us today. The answer is found
when everyday believers in local
churches go back to work for God to
win souls for Christ. It’s exactly what
Jesus started two thousand years ago
when He said, “Upon this rock I will
build My church; and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it” (Matthew
16:18). When Jesus comes back, He’s
not coming back for a denomination;
He’s coming back for His church.
It’s not just full churches that we
need—I hear people talking about
packing a pew. We also need to pack
the pulpit today. You’d better wake up
and learn that if you’re a pastor, your
obligation to God is to feed the sheep
over which the Holy Ghost has made

you the overseer and to win souls right
where you are (Acts 20:28). You’ll never preach a lick in the road until you
get a burden for souls and have some
real compassion for souls. I need it myself. We cannot work in the land of the
lepers without divine compassion and
tears. God keeps me where I can see
souls. The Bible says, “He that goeth
forth and weepeth, bearing precious
seed, shall doubtless come again with
rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with
him” (Psalm 126:6). You’ve got to go
forth; you’ll weep when you see them.
But when He saw the multitudes,
He was moved with compassion on
them, because they fainted, and
were scattered abroad, as sheep
having no shepherd. Then saith He
unto His disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers
are few; Pray ye therefore the Lord
of the harvest, that He will send
forth labourers into His harvest.
–Matthew 9:36-38.
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PURSUED BY HOPE

TESTIMONY OF CHAPLAIN JOHN DOWNS
At age 24, I stood in a courtroom facing my
eighth felony charge. I stared at the floor as
the State of Texas recommended that I receive a 20-year prison sentence for forging
thousands of prescriptions to obtain drugs. I
had grown up in a home with alcoholic parents that was darkened by severe violence
and horrific abuse. I started using inhalants
when I was 10 years old, turned to alcohol at
12, began experimenting with LSD and other
hallucinogens at 14, and was shooting heroin by 16. I had come to believe the lie that
the only way of escape from my pain was the
use of mind-altering substances. I truly “had
no hope and was without God in this world”
(Ephesians 2:12).
I remember waking up in a hospital bed
only to be told that I had been found with
no pulse in the hospital parking lot where I
had been dumped by “friends” after a heroin
overdose. I recall a shotgun going off so close
to my head that it burned the side of my face
and blew out my eardrum. One time when
being arrested and loaded into a police car, I
still had a pistol hidden in my pants. I was so
insane, confused, and angry that I could have
easily taken the life of that police officer.
I stood before the judge as a desperate
24-year-old, overwhelmed by the consequences of my life choices. I felt completely
defeated by addiction, and the word “hope”
had no meaning in my life. All of society’s efforts to reform me had failed. The countless
secular treatment models and religious activities had not changed me, and I was out
of options. I should have been long dead by
then, given the many overdoses and neardeath situations my heroin addiction had
placed me in. But I was still alive—my life had
been spared for a divine purpose. God had a
plan to open my eyes to the only true Source
of hope (Romans 5:2; Psalm 42:5).
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That day, I was court-ordered to a program
with a Bible-based approach. If I did not
complete two years, I would receive a twenty-year sentence. This program had been created by a jail-house preacher named Lester
Roloff. He only took the worst cases, and I
certainly qualified! He was filled by the love
of God and believed that no one was beyond
the grace of God. I was given my first copy
of the Bible and taught the importance of
reading and memorizing it. I came to realize I
had a spiritual problem, not just a drug problem. Reading and understanding the Bible
changed my life for time and eternity.
Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting
love: therefore with lovingkindness have I
drawn thee. –Jeremiah 31:3

The Beginning of Hope
I soon learned that the Bible is ultimately a
book about salvation. I read about how my
sin separated me from a relationship with
God (Isaiah 59:2) and about how God had
made one way to have a restored relationship with Him (I Timothy 2:5). I read about
how God sent His Son Jesus to earth to pay
the penalty for my sin that I deserved to pay
(Isaiah 53:4-6). Jesus served my death sentence and restored my relationship with my
Creator. This good news is what Scripture
calls the Gospel (I Corinthians 15:1-4). I want
you to understand how the Gospel has transformed my life! The Lord used the verse below to break me and bring me to repentance.
For godly sorrow worketh repentence to salvation…but the sorrow of the world worketh
death. –II Corinthians 7:10
I was brought to a “godly sorrow” when I
realized how much God loved me and had

pursued me through the wasted years. God
shined the light of truth into my darkened
soul and brought me to full repentance. God
gave me a new heart and a new mind. That
was the beginning of hope for me. It was not
just my human decision. I was not changed
by just saying a prayer, but by what God
did in my heart. After many wasted years of
searching, I finally found my hope in a Person, not a program. This was not turning over
a new leaf, but receiving new life.
God ultimately put me back in the same jail
where I was locked up, but now as the lead
chaplain! It is the third largest jail in the nation and is currently my main mission field. I
never want to forget what it was like to have
no hope and no God. I believe the primary
reason that God allowed me to live through
the many years of heroin addiction and crime
was to one day bring me back to jail with the
only message of hope.
For by grace are ye saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not
of works, lest any man should boast.
–Ephesians 2:8-9
Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ. –Titus 2:13

Abiding in Hope
To abide means to remain, to dwell, or to continue. Abiding is the key to victory and peace.
I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that
abideth in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without Me ye can
do nothing. –John 15:5

Pursued by Hope, continued
There is no pill, powder, or position that can
give us peace. But there is a Person, and His
name is Jesus! My “higher power” is the Highest Power—the Creator of the Universe.
Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.
–II Corinthians 5:17
My victory over addiction came from a good
understanding of what the Bible has to say
about God and His plan to rescue us from His
wrath on our sin. The Bible is essential for victory (II Timothy 3:16-17). Make it your authority. Immerse yourself in it. Let God’s Word define your identity. Let God’s Word define your
struggle. When Scripture defines a problem
as sin, there is always a solution! Be willing
to do things God’s way. Commit to His way of
change. A worn-out Bible is a good sign of
a brand-new life. Meditate on His Word.
Memorize His Word. Pray His Word. Apply His
Word. Share His Word.
This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall
not fulfil the lust of the flesh. –Galatians 5:16

Honor a loved one
with a memorial gift.
In Memory Of:

$________

Name ________________________________
Please send card to:
Name _________________________________
Address _______________________________
City____________ State _____ Zip _________
Given by:
Name ________________________________
Address ______________________________
City ___________ State _____ Zip _________
Phone ________________________________
Your memorial gift to the Roloff Evangelistic Enterprises helps us continue to share the message
that “Christ is the Answer.” We will send an appropriate card to the bereaved on your behalf (the
amount of the gift is not disclosed). To donate,
complete and enclose this form, or visit roloff.org.

Lust is attraction to anything more than God.
Attractions can become addictions, and addictions reveal the idols of the heart. An idol
is anything that we worship in the place of
God, and we make decisions everyday about
what to worship. The key to conquering addictive behavior is to walk in God’s Spirit every moment of every day. We are all vulnerable to false worship, and I am so weak that I
scare myself!
We cannot live the Christian life in our own
strength. We need Jesus in our growth just
as much as in our salvation. God wants us to
focus on Him! Jesus is not only our example,
but He is also our focus. He is our hope. When
we keep our focus on Him, we will have hope!
The Lord is my portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope in Him. –Lamentations 3:24

Abounding in Hope
To abound in hope means to have hope that
is constantly increasing and overflowing—to
have hope in abundance.

Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace in believing, that ye may abound in
hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost.
–Romans 15:13
God is an endless fountain of hope for those
He has pursued and saved! It is humanly
impossible to be found and freed by hope.
It is humanly impossible to find the kind of
joy and peace that can transform your attitudes and actions. It is humanly impossible
to change from the inside out. But the God
of hope sent His Son to this world to do the
impossible on our behalf (Acts 16:31; John
3:16).
When His disciples heard it, they were exceedingly amazed, saying, Who then can be
saved? But Jesus...said unto them, With men
this is impossible; but with God all things are
possible. –Matthew 19:25-26
True hope from God can change any life and
free you from any bondage. My life is proof
that “with God, all things are possible!”

Memorials
We remember and honor:
Verna Lee Alfrey

by Cecil & Carol Burhenn

Emma Elliott

by Leon & Bill Elliott

Jim Mallett

by Arlene Mallett

Glendon Squibb
& George F. Squibb
by Judy Arredondo

This article is available in trifold 8.5x11
tract form. Please include your request for
the packet of these tracts with your gift
to the ministry. Thank you for helping us
reach hurting people with the hope we
have in Christ!
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You can listen to the
Family Altar Program
24/7 on our website or
on the Family Altar
Radio App!
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“I love and appreciate this ministry more and more as each day
passes by. I pray the ministry will
be going when Jesus returns.”
–P.P.
“Brother Roloff visited and spent
the night with us to go to court
with our son Gary (now with the
Lord as well). Lester Roloff was
a wonderful Christian, and our
family really loved and appreciated all he did for our son.” –S.D.

“I was just reading the ‘Back to
Bethel’ sermon in the Family Altar Newsletter. You can tell it was
preached by Brother Roloff because of his style. I first heard him
preach when I was 33 years old. I
just turned 80, and he is still very
dear to my heart! May God continue to bless the ministry.” –R.S.
“The Family Altar Newsletter is
always a blessing. I look forward
to reading the message by Brother
Lester Roloff. I’m thankful for the
times God has stirred up my nest.
I cannot imagine a life without
my relationship with my Heavenly Father. Thank you!” –S.L.

4

Live-stream 24/7 on roloff.org

“Today I listened to 21 of the
currently airing messages on the
website. They all ministered to
me about dying to self, pride, being a good soldier, and rejection.
Brother Roloff was such a good
preacher/teacher!” –P.M.
“Thank you for serving our Lord!
Our prayers are with you and
God’s ministry.” –NHBC
“He preaches better dead than
most preachers do alive! Like
Abel, though dead, he continues
to speak!” –A.R.
“I cut my spiritual teeth on his
radio preaching! A great man of
God!” –E.H.
“Dear friends at REE: I pray for
your ministry team and listen to
Brother Roloff as often as I can on
radio. I also have his sermons on
CD. It is such a blessing to have
good preaching!” –A.D.
“My husband and I listen to his
sermons almost every night on
the internet! Love his old-time
preaching and singing!” –D.S.

