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There are four or five people involved in 
the heart of this story. Others will join us 
as we journey. One of them is Isaac; one 
is Rebekah—that’s the mother and dad.  
They had two boys named Esau and Jacob. 
One day Isaac said to Esau, “Go and kill 
a deer, and make me that favorite venison 
that I like so well. Bring it to me, and I’m 
going to give you the blessing that falls on 
my oldest son.” Esau was elated and con-
sidered it a real privilege to get that kind 
of blessing.  

He went by feeling, but he was wrong

But things didn’t go as were planned, be-
cause the mother said to Jacob, “Jacob, 
with your cooperation, we’ll get you the 
blessing. You go kill one of the goats. 
Bring it to me, and I know how to fix it 
up. Isaac won’t know the difference.” So, 
Rebekah fixed what tasted like savory ven-
ison. Jacob took it in, and as you know, his 
dad was blind. He felt Jacob, but they had 
covered his arms with hair. Then his dad 
said, “You feel like Esau, but you sound 
like Jacob.”  He went by feeling, but he was 
wrong. In a little while, Esau came in with 
the venison, and you know the story. Jacob 
had to leave home. That night, out in the 
wilderness, Jacob laid down, and he had a 
vision where he saw angels coming down a 
ladder—we call it “Jacob’s ladder.” 

As he journeyed on, he met a young lady 
named Rachel, and her sister, Leah. Their 
daddy was Laban, who was Rebekah’s 
brother. Jacob wound up working for La-
ban fourteen years in order to get Rachel as 
his wife, because Laban had deceived him 
by giving him Leah, his oldest daughter, 
after the first seven years. Now after twen-
ty years, Jacob had accumulated so many 
cattle and camels and sheep and oxen that 

Laban and his sons were looking strangely 
at Jacob. Laban’s countenance wasn’t to-
ward Jacob like it had been before. And 
the Lord said to Jacob, “Return unto the 
land of thy fathers, and to thy kindred; and 
I will be with thee.” So, Jacob said to Leah 
and Rachel and his children, “I believe 
we’d better be pulling out of here.” You 
know, the Lord uses various things to get 
us back to Bethel, doesn’t He? Sometimes 
it’s sorrow, and sometimes it’s reverses and 
finances. Sometimes He uses anything He 
can to get us back. 

While Laban was gone to a big pasture to 
shear some sheep, Jacob said, “This would 
be a good time to leave, while he’s gone. 
That’ll give us a good lead on him.” They 
were gone three days before Laban ever 
knew about it. When Jacob first came to 
work for Laban, probably the only thing 
he had with him was a paper sack with an 
extra shirt in it, and maybe a few clothes.  
Now, he had one mighty herd of cattle and 
camels. They were leaving in style—Ra-
chael and Leah and all the children, with 
servants and a great herd.

Your chickens are coming home to roost

One of Laban’s boys came in one day and 
said, “Dad, that sorry Jake’s gone—old 
Jake pulled out and took everything he 
had with him.” Jacob had been gone three 
days, but he was making good time, be-
cause it took Laban seven days to catch 
him. I believe Laban intended to get rid 
of Jacob, but one night while Laban was 
asleep out on the prairie, the Lord visit-
ed him in a dream and said, “Laban, I’m 
going to let you go on. You’re going to see 
your son-in-law and your two daughters 
and your grandchildren, and you’re go-
ing to take a long, last look at your cattle 

that Jacob worked for. He worked for you 
twenty years. You changed his wages ten 
times. You made him work seven years for 
Rachel, and you deceived him and gave 
him Leah and made him work seven more 
years. Your chickens are coming home to 
roost. You can’t say good, and you can’t say 
bad. In other words, get on over there, and 
get it over with, and leave him alone.” The 
Lord put a restraining order on him. 

Fixing to get high-centered

During their meeting, Laban told Jacob, 
“I’m going to set up a pile of stones.  On this 
side, the direction I’m going, is ‘No man’s 
land’ for you. You have no guarantee of 
protection when you come on this side of 
the stones.”  I think Jacob might have said, 
“The same thing goes for my side.”  So they 
had the parting of the ways, and Laban told 
his daughters and grandchildren goodbye 
forever. One of the first things you’ve got 
to do to get back to Bethel is to leave La-
ban. You’ve got to leave some connections. 
But that’s still not the end of the story. Ja-
cob was headed for another confrontation. 
The one person he dreaded to meet was his 
brother Esau. When Jacob heard that Esau 
was coming with four hundred big men, 
and realizing he couldn’t go back, he knew 
he was in serious trouble. Poor old Jacob 
was fixing to get high-centered. Don’t 
backsliders get into a lot of trouble? Noth-
ing bothers lost people—they don’t have 
any conscience. But if you’re really saved 
and you disobey the Lord, you’ve got some 
confessions to make. Jacob knew he had 
to meet his brother. Everybody is going to 
have to meet their Esau. 

I think Jacob did a little floor walking, 
or ground walking, and said, “I’m going 
to get some presents lined up for him.  
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Our ministry team here at Roloff Evangelistic 
Enterprises has been blessed to hear from many 
of you about how 2020 has brought unique op-
portunities to live by faith. Familiar themes of 
famine, exile, pestilence, and persecution echo 
throughout redemptive history, yet every crisis 
is unique. Each generation of believers must 
be prepared to leverage unprecedented world 
events for God’s glory. As we return to a “new 
normal” in the aftermath of a pandemic and 
lockdown, we must prioritize God’s people—
the Church. In addition to specifically praying 
for pastors during the months ahead, we must 
also strive to personally love others within the 
body of Christ after a season of limited assem-
bly and constrained fellowship. 

The Apostle Paul wrote his letter to the church-
es in Galatia as an expression of Christian 
love—a defense of the Gospel against doctri-
nal error. Peter’s behavior in Galatians 2:11-14 
specifically demonstrates how failure to apply 
the implications of sound doctrine hurts the 
covenant community—or as Paul puts it, the 
“household of faith” (6:10). The book of Gala-
tians teaches that the perfect work of Christ has 
freed us from the curse of the law so that we 
can love one another through the Holy Spirit’s 
control. 

Galatians 5:13-15 sets the table for the remain-
der of the letter by describing the high stakes of 
our battle for Christian love. After his exhor-

tation to walk in the Spirit (5:16-26), Paul de-
scribes what the Christian community should 
look like when we are walking in the Spirit. But 
this final chapter of Paul’s letter is realistic, in 
that sin has already compromised the Christian 
community. The first reality check in chapter 6 
is open sin in the life of a believer, and the sec-
ond reality check is pride in the hearts of ev-
eryone else. 

Galatians 6:1-5 teaches that love restores (6:1), 
love serves (6:2), and love examines (6:3-5). 
The word “restore” in 6:1 speaks of mending a 
fishing net or setting a broken bone. But Paul 
immediately warns of the pitfall of comparison. 
Being physically able to outrun your friend 
when a grizzly bear is chasing both of you 
through the woods may be adequate defense 
against a bear attack, but comparing yourself 
spiritually to others is folly in light of God’s per-
fect law. That is why we must practice self-ex-
amination, not comparison, as an expression of 
Christian love. Only then are we ready to sacri-
ficially serve and lovingly restore our spiritual 
siblings. There is a reason why airlines instruct 
passengers to put on their own oxygen masks 
before helping others with theirs. 

The word rendered “burden” in 6:5 is a different 
word than in 6:2 and speaks of a ship’s cargo 
or a soldier’s pack. This burden is each person’s 
individual responsibility before God as our 
heavenly Judge, and only Christ can bear this 

burden for us. We naturally allow pride to keep 
us from helping and being helped by other be-
lievers. But because love makes burdens light, 
we must prepare ourselves to share in both the 
material and the spiritual burdens of our spir-
itual siblings. 

Galatians 6:6-10 further explores how we can 
practically prepare ourselves to love others. We 
must prioritize biblical teaching (6:6), practice 
authentic living (6:7-8), and embrace God’s 
timetable (6:9-10). While there are indeed peo-
ple who mock God with their mouths, verse 
seven is actually speaking to professing believ-
ers who mock God with their priorities. We 
naturally prioritize our lives without concern 
for God or His people. But because God takes 
our priorities personally, we must invest our re-
sources for His glory. 

Christian love assumes the best of others and 
the worst of ourselves. Love should drive us to 
examine ourselves for the glory of God and the 
good of His people. May God lend us wisdom 
and grace as we daily prepare ourselves to love 
His Church. 

May our love be genuine,

Roloff Evangelistic Enterprises
Galatians 5:13—6:10
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Knowing Esau like I do, I believe I can buy 
him. He doesn’t know what all I’ve got.”  
Jacob sent his servant to Esau to say, “This 
is from your loving brother. This is from 
Jacob, and there’s more coming.” But Esau 
was not to be bought. God was going to 
have to handle this problem. If you ever 
get back to Bethel, you’re going to have to 
let God get you back there and take care 
of the stumbling blocks and the difficul-
ties on the way back. It’s easy to get away 
from the Lord, but oh, it’s a long trip back. 
It’s hard for the old flesh to ever get back.  
The devil will say, “Nobody will ever for-
give you. They’ll never forget it. You’ve 
played the fool. Here, you used to speak, 
to preach, to witness, and do everything, 
and now you know there’s no place for 
you. God will not forgive you. The people 
will never forgive you.” That’s a lie! Jacob 
lined up all his presents and sent them in 
but still didn’t have the victory inside. He 
wanted to be alone. He got out there alone 
that night and had an experience that I 
think was the secret to the rest of his life.  

Face to face

The average Christian can’t stand to be left 
alone, but Jacob got alone and wound up 
meeting God face to face. That’s the way 
you get back to Bethel. A man wrestled 
with Jacob until dawn, and finally the man 
touched the hollow of Jacob’s thigh, which 
put it out of joint. As he wrestled with him 
and said to Jacob, “Let me go, for the day 
breaketh.” Jacob said, “I will not let Thee 
go except Thou bless me!” When the man 
who wrestled with him asked, “What is 
thy name?” he said, “Jacob,” which means 
“supplanter.” “I’ve been a cheater—I cheat-
ed my brother out of his birthright and out 
of the final blessing that belonged to him.”  
Then the man told him, “You’re not go-
ing to be Jacob anymore—you’re going to 
be Israel. After a lifetime of striving with 
men, you have now striven with God and 
prevailed.” So the man blessed Jacob there. 
Now Jacob wanted to know His name. I 
believe it was the preincarnate Jesus. Jesus 
is permanent. Jesus didn’t just come into 
being over in Bethlehem’s manger. “In 
the beginning, God....” (Genesis 1:1) And 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.” (John 1:1) Who better could have 

come and had a wrestling match with Ja-
cob? “And Jacob called the name of the 
place Peniel: for I have seen God face to 
face, and my life is preserved.”

Limping for Jesus

The next morning, when he met Esau, I 
imagine Esau asked, “What’s wrong with 
your legs?” Jacob answered, “I had a meet-
ing with the Lord last night, and He fixed 
me where I couldn’t run. I’m a crippled Ja-
cob, but I’m trusting God. I’ve given you 
these gifts. I know that’s not the answer. 
I’ve tried to outsmart you every time, and 
I was going to do it again, but the Lord 
taught me something last night.” Some-
thing happened to Esau. It wasn’t the cows 
and the camels. It was the power of God. 
While Jesus wrestled and dealt with Jacob, 
I think he also paid a visit to Esau. When 
Esau saw his brother coming, the Bible 
says he ran to him and gave him a kiss and 
hugged his brother. I think Jacob realized 
that God was going to get him back to 
Bethel, but he had to get some things fixed 
with Laban and with Esau, and he had to 
get himself crippled up before he could 
move on back to Bethel.

Now, we’re going to get the next call. God 
said, “Jacob, I want you to rise and go back 
to Bethel and dwell there, and I want you 
to change your garments and to get rid of 
your gods and idols.” Brother, if you want 
to get back to Bethel, you’re gonna have 
to get rid of those old idols. What’s an 
idol? Anything that you love more than 
you love the Lord. You’re gonna have to 
leave your Laban, meet your Esau, cross 
your brook to be alone, let God touch you, 
let Him give you a new name, and not be 
ashamed. 

Bethel is a sweet place. It’s the place where 
you’ve met the Lord. That’s the sweetest 
place and the sweetest experience you’ve 
ever had or ever will have down here—
when you meet the Lord Jesus. Folks, do 
you want to go back to Bethel? You may 
have to tell Laban goodbye. You may have 
to meet members of your family, and 
friends, and be willing to forgive and to 
get the hatred out of your heart so you can 
get your prayers answered. When Jesus 
comes in, that goes out. God may need to 

touch the hollow of your thigh, but you’ll 
be limping for Jesus. I close the message 
by saying, when God says, “Go back to 
Bethel,” head out immediately. You’ll be 
glad the rest of your life that you did.

As a “Thank You” to our supporters, we 
would like to send you a copy of the ser-
mon “Back to Bethel” on CD. Be sure to 
include your request for the CD with your 
gift to the ministry. Thank you for helping 
us reach hurting people with the hope we 
have in Christ!

Back to Bethel
(Hymn by B.B. McKinney)

Back to the Bible, the true living Word,
Sweetest old story that ever was heard,

Back to the joy-life my soul longs to know,
Bethel is calling, and I must go.

(Refrain)
Back to Bethel I must go,

Back where the rivers of sweet water flow,
Back to the true life my soul longs to know,

Bethel is calling, and I must go.

Back to the beautiful path I once trod,
Back to the Church and the people of God,

Out of the cold world of sin and its woe,
Bethel is calling, and I must go. 

Back to the prayer life in Christ I once knew,
Back to its beautiful, life-cleansing dew,

Back to help others and conquer each foe,
Bethel is calling, and I must go.
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“I used to hear Brother Roloff on the radio in the early 80’s. A 
great man he was. I am near 70 years old now, and I say he was 
one of the best on the radio I ever heard. He made his mark on 
the people who had an ear to hear. I’ve enjoyed the newsletter 
over the years. Keep up the good work—a great work.” -D.E.

“This man led me to Christ years after his physical death.” -J.A.

“Certainly, a prophet for the people, he had the rare insight for 
what Jesus could do for the broken. ‘Back to Bethel’ is the great-
est sermon I’ve ever heard.” -D.S.

“Over the past few months I’ve listened to a lot of sermons by 
Evangelist Lester Roloff. I have been convicted and moved to 
tears many times. I’ve been challenged by his faith described in 
his biography. I’m amazed that he wasn’t on my radar until re-
cently. Pastor and church member alike, do yourself a favor, and 
check out www.roloff.org. I’m very thankful that his ministry 
continues through the Roloff Evangelistic Enterprises.” -A.R.

“I have been listening to Brother Roloff for years, and I love his 
courage to tell it like it is. He has been a blessing to me. I lis-
tened to the program this morning and was so blessed. He lived 
his whole life in loving God and in faith.” -P.S.

“Absolutely love the Family Altar Radio App. Preaching of that 
caliber is a dying breed because the world doesn’t want to hear 
it.” -J.S.

“It is always a blessing and heartwarming to revisit these ser-
mons from Brother Roloff. I grew up listening to the Family 
Altar Program here on the island of St. Kitts in the Caribbean. 
His preaching contributed in a huge way toward my conversion 
back in 1982.” -N.K.

“The Family Altar Program every weekday is my life-giving wa-
ter from Jacob’s well.” -B.B.


